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Lisbon Recognition Covention paved the  automatic
way 1o recognition

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Treaty Office

COMNSEIL DE L"EUROFPE

Home About ~ Full list Searches ~ Partial Agreements ~ Resources ~ Notifications Contact

You are here:  Treaty Office

Details of Treaty No.165

Title Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the European Region (ETS No. 165)
Reference ETS No. 165
Opening of the treaty | jshon 11/04/1997 - Special conditions of opening for signature

Entry in force 01/02/1999 (5 Ratifications including 3 member States of the Council of Europe and/or the UNESCO Europe Region.)

SH T The Convention has been jointly drafted by the Council of Europe and UNESCO. It is designed to streamline the legal framework at
European level and to replace in the long run six conventions adopted in this matter by the Council of Europe or UNESCO.



Lisbon Recognition Covention acknowledged the state of
development of quality assurance as it was in 1997

Section VIl - Information on the assessment of higher education institutions and programmes
Article VIII.1

Each Party shall provide adequate information on any institution belonging to its higher education
system, and on any programme operated by these institutions, with a view to enabling the competent
authorities of other Parties to ascertain whether the quality of the qualifications issued by these
institutions justifies recognition in the Party in which recognition is sought. Such information shall take
the following form:

a inthe case of Parties having established a system of formal assessment of higher education
institutions and programmes: information on the methods and results of this assessment,
and of the standards of quality specific to each type of higher education institution granting,
and to programmes leading to, higher education qualifications;

b inthe case of Parties which have not established a system of formal assessment of higher
education institutions and programmes: information on the recognition of the various
qualifications obtained at any higher education institution, or within any higher education
programme, belonging to their higher education systems.



Work done to date

TOWARDS THE EUROPEAN HIGHER EDUCATION AREA
Communiqué of the meeting of European Ministers in charge of Higher
Education
in Prague on May 19th 2001

Promotion of European cooperation in quality assurance Ministers recognized the vital role that quality assurance
systems play in ensuring high quality standards and in facilitating the comparability of qualifications
throughout Europe. They also encouraged closer cooperation between recognition and quality assurance
networks. They emphasized the necessity of close European cooperation and mutual trust in and acceptance of
national quality assurance systems. Further they encouraged universities and other higher education institutions
to disseminate examples of best practice and to design scenarios for mutual acceptance of evaluation and
accreditation/certification mechanisms. Ministers called upon the universities and other higher educations
institutions, national agencies and the European Network of Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA), in
cooperation with corresponding bodies from countries which are not members of ENQA, to collaborate in
establishing a common framework of reference and to disseminate best practice.



Work done to date
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EUROPEAN process

Hghat Education Area

Making the Most of Our Potential: Consolidating the European Higher
E H E A Education Area

Ministerial  Bucharest Communiqué

Conference  FINAL VERSION
Bucharest 2012

We, the Ministers responsible for higher education in the 47 countries of the European Higher Education
Area (EHEA) have met in Bucharest, on 26 and 27 April 2012, to take stock of the achievements of the
Bologna Process and agree on the future priorities of the EHEA.

Fair academic and professional recognition, including recognition of non-formaland informallearning, is at the core of the EHEA. It
is adirect benefit for students’ academic mobility, it improves graduates’ chances of professional mobility and it represents an
accurate measure of the degree of convergence and trust attained. We are determined to remove outstanding obstacles hindering
effective and proper recognition and are willing to work together towards the automatic recognition of comparable academic
degrees, building on the tools of the Bologha framework, as a long-term goal of the EHEA. We therefore commit to reviewing our
national legislation to comply with the Lisbon Recognition Convention’ . We welcome the European Area of Recognition (EAR)
Manual® and recommend its use as a set of guidelines for recognition of foreign qualifications and a compendium of good practices,
as well as encourage higher education institutions and quality assurance agencies to assess institutional recognition
procedures in internal and external quality assurance.



Work done to date
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Hghar Education Area

Making the Most of Our Potential: Consolidating the European Higher
E H E A Education Area

Ministerial  Bucharest Communiqué

Conferenc®  FINAL VERSION
Bucharest 2012

We, the Ministers responsible for higher education in the 47 countries of the European Higher Education
Area (EHEA) have met in Bucharest, on 26 and 27 April 2012, to take stock of the achievements of the
Bologna Process and agree on the future priorities of the EHEA.

,Quality assurance is essential for building trust and to reinforce the

attractiveness of the EHEA’s offerings, includingin the provision of cross-
border education. We commit to both maintaining the public responsibility for quality
assurance and to actively involve a wide range of stakeholders in this development.”



Work done to date

Recommendation CM/Rec(2007)6
of the Committee of Ministers to member states
on the public responsibility for higher education and research

(Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 16 May 2007
at the 995th meeting of the Ministers' Deputies)

COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE __ DE L'EUROPE

Committee of Ministers
Comubé des Menistres




Automatic recognition demystified
A short path

1. Legal bilateral and multilateral agreements,

to O.thn.](ltl & which arrange for the automatic recognition
recog nition - between two or more countries;
4 models 2. A legally binding unilateral list of degrees, which

determines which qualifications are automatically
recognized by that country;

3. Non-legal bilateral and multilateral agreements,
which are non-legal accords between countries to
automatically recognize qualifications;

4. ‘De facto’ automatic recognition, whichis a
unilateral practice of automatic recognition based
on a set of procedures without a formal or legal
agreement
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Instruments enabling automatic recognition

The European
Recognition Manual
for Higher Education
Institutions

ECTS Users’ Guide

ESG
2015

dards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance
in the European Higher Education Area

egar
m Qualiications

Framework

/

)

europass

(1), ENIC-NARIC

gateway to recognition of qualifications



Work done to date

10122018 Official Journal of the European Union C 4441
II
(Information)

JOINT DECLARATIONS

COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION
of 26 November 2018

on promoting automatic mutual recognition of higher education and upper secondary education
and training gqualifications and the outcomes of learning periods abroad

(2018/C 444/01)




"(o]Jiddone to date

In 2019

INTEGRATING
ACADEMIC RECOGNITION
AND

QUALITY ASSURANCE:
PRACTICAL RECOMMENDATIONS

ISBN 978-609-8096-04-0
ISBN 978-609-8096-03-3 web publication
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"(o]Jiddone to date

INTEGRATING

ACADEMIC RECOGNITION
AND

QUALITY ASSURANCE:
PRACTICAL RECOMMENDATIONS Four sets of recommendations:

* Recommendations to HEIs (6)

* Recommendations to QA agencies (5)

* Recommendations to ENIC/NARIC centres
(3)

* Recommendations to stakeholders (4)




Work done to date: DEQAR as the new tool for AR
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EHEAROME2020

Rome
Ministerial
Communiqué

12 NOVEMBER 2020

We will ensure automatic recognition of academic qualifications and periods of study within the EHEA so that
students, staff and graduates are able to move freely to study, teach and do research. We will make the necessary
legislative changes to guarantee automatic recognition at system level for qualifications delivered in EHEA
countries where quality assurance operates in compliance with the ESG and where a fully operational national
qualifications framework has been established. We also encourage the application of agreed and secure systems
of digital certification and communication such as blockchain, as well as the further development of the Database

of External Quality Assurance Results (DEQAR) to facilitate automatic recognition.




Work done to date

TREATY
ON THE AUTOMATIC RECOGNITION
OF HIGHER EDUCATION QUALIFICATIONS

The Kingdom of Belgium, represented by:

—  The Flemish Gowvernment,

— The Government of the French Community,

— The Government of the German-speaking Community,
The Republic of Estonia,

The Republic of Latvia,

The Republic of Lithuania,

The Grand-Duchy of Luxembourg,

The Kingdom of the Netherlands,

Done at Brussels on 14 September 2021, entered into force on May 1, 2024



Automatic
recognition

of foreign
qualifications

Building institutional capacity

in the ENIC-NARIC Networks

Erasmus+ Key Action 3, I-AR Consortium
April 2023

e o4und y the
Erasmus+ Programme
of the European Union




Work done to date

Official Journal EN
of the European Union (C series
28.5.20125

on a Furopean quality assurance and recognition system in higher education

C/2025/3006

COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION

of 12 May 2025

(C|2025/3006)




Work done to date

zn Qr_Go About News Compare Explore the Tool Country Education Profiles FAQ Search e | i
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Countries - Parties of Automatic Recognition Treaty

' I BE French Community . l BE Flemish Community l l BE German-speaking Community - Estonia

Latvia - Lithuania Luxembourg Netherlands

Comparability Tool of Automatic Recognition

Easily compare your higher education qualification to qualifications from other Where have you received your qualification?

countries participating in the Baltic-Benelux automatic recognition agreement. The .
. . a 3 hoos t v
comparison is based on the European Qualifications Framework (EQF) and includes key bkl

details to aid automatic recognition.

Where will you use your qualification?

Launched on 18 June 2025




Work done to date - https://AR-GO.ONLINE

AR-GO.ONLINE addresses the need for information on the

qualification, its comparability, the rights of the holder, and
the status of the awarding institution and/or the
programme.

AR-GO.ONLINE is an alternative way to receive the
information 24/7 wherever the holder of the qualification
IS, wherever the institutions (employers, higher education
institutions, public bodies) interested in this information

are.
Co-funded by
the European Union




Comparability Tool of Automatic Recognition

Easily compare your higher education qualification to qualifications from Where have you received your qualification?

other countries participating in the Baltic-Benelux automatic recognition
: : . o2 Choose country v
agreement. The comparison is based on the European Qualifications

Framework (EQF) and includes key details to aid automatic recognition.
Where will you use your qualification?

Choose country v

The comparability tool — the area where persons are able to select the country
where they have earned their qualification and are able to get a comparisonto a
qualification in another country of interest. This results in a comparison

statement.

- Co-funded by H
the European Union u u L




Co-funded by
the European Union

Comparability Tool of Automatic Recognition 8

Select the country where you have obtained yvour qualification and the country where you intend to use it. After choosing the relevant countries, pick the particular qualification from

the list below which you wish to compare to an equivalent credential from another system of education.

Where have you received your qualification? Where will you use your gualification?

BE Flemish Community X W Estonia X W -

I . BE Flemish Community B Estonia

[ Country education profile Country education profile

EQF Level 8 Doctoraat Doktor

EQF Level 7 Master; Master-na-master Magister

EQF Level 6 Academische bachelor; Bachelor-na-bachelor; Professionele Bakalaureus; Bakalaureusekraad

bachelor

EQF Level 5 Graduaat

xu Qr-CO



The comparability statement‘s structure:

e Title of a qualification in the original language
e Description of qualifications (profile)

e QF-EHEA cycle

e NQF level

e EQF level

e Admission requirements

e Workload / duration of the programme

e Academic rights granted

e Recognition / accreditation status

e Links to the lists of recognised HEls as well as
referrences to the national education authorities:
ENIC-NARIC, Ministry of Education, etc.

Co-funded by
the European Union

B Lithueni B B e French communi ty
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Other Information https://www.aikos.smm.lt/ http://iwww.enseignement.be

https:/fwww.enic-naric.net/page-Lithuania https:/fenic-naric.net/page-Belgium-French-Community

Back to the comparability tool ‘ -

Send the comparability statement to your email

Co-funded by
the European Union




ar-Go

Automatic Academic Recognition:

Comparability Statement

The purpose of this statement is to provide information on the comparability and
automatic recognition status of a gualification obtained within one of the signatory
countries of the Baltic-Benelux Automatic recognition treaty.

Qualification

Description

QF - EHEA
cycle

NQF Levels
EQF Levels

Admission
Requirements

Duration &
Workload

Rights
Granted

|
Netherlands

Associate Degree

An associate degree programme
is often more practically-
oriented than an HBO bachelor's
degree programme. Students
are usually trained for a
profession in demand. For
instance, university of applied
sciences work together with
companies or organisations in
the region.

Short cycle

Level 5
Level 5

A HAVO diploma; a VWO
diploma; or an MBO diploma
level 4.

Sometimes, there are extra
requirements for subject
combinations andfor skills.

2-3 years, 120 -180 ECTS credits

Work or starting a HBO

bachelor's programme in a
related field of study. Often
students can complete the

— i
—t Latvia

Pirma limena profesionalas
augstakas izglitibas diploms

Diploma of first level
professional higher
education (from 03.04.2024
Diploma of short-cycle
professional higher
education)

Professional qualification.
Professional higher
education is focused on
applied sciences and/or art,
which prepares students for
an independent professional
activity

Short cycle

Level 5
Level 5

Secondary education
qualification of LQF level 4:

Atestats par vispargjo vidéjo
izglitibu / Certificate of
general secondary education

Diploms par profesionalo
vidéjo izglitibu / Diploma of
vocational secondary
education

2-3 years, 120 -180 ECTS

Access to next level higher
education (first cycle study
programmes)

bachelor's programme in a
relatively short time (2 years).

Recognition Included in register NVAD The Issuing institution and study
Status Accreditation Organisation of field must be accredited
the Netherlands and Flanders
(NVAD).: nvao.net

Other https:/fwww.government.nl/mini  https://eplatforma.aika.lv/

Information stries/ministry-of-education-
culture-and-science https:/fwww.enic-

naric.net/page-Latvia

https:/fenic-naric.net/page-

Netherlands

According to the Baltic-Benelux Automatic Recognition Treaty and the information
provided by the ENIC-NARIC centres of the signatory countries, the qualification listed
in the left colurmn of the comparability table is considered to be automatically
recognized as equivalent to the gqualification listed in the right column.

Please note that this statement does not confirm the authenticity of any educational
credentials or that they have been indeed awarded to the person in question.

o b iy
-




&/ Country educational profiles / Luxembourg

== Luxembourg

General Education v
Vocational Training v
Higher Education

Higher education in Luxembourg is relatively young but expanding. It is centered around the University of Luxembourg, which was founded by law in 2003 and has ever since
been the only public university in Luxembourg. It offers first and second cycle study programmes, and is the only institution allowed to offer doctoral studies. lts study
programmes leading to Bachelor's (EQF Level &), Master's (EQF Level 7), PhD's (EQF Level B), as well as Specialized medical diplomas and Doctor of Medicine degrees (EQF
Level 8) are automatically recognised by law as leading to national higher education diplomas;

According to the amended Law of 27 June 2018, the University of Luxembourg is evaluated every four years. The Minister of Research and Higher Education commissions a
foreign agency to perform an evaluation reviewing the institution, its research as well as its learning and teaching activities, whereas the institutional level is an integral part of
the evaluation and the other areas are being reviewed alternately.

Secondary schools, known as — lycées — can, upon programme accreditation. offer higher education short cycle training leading to the advanced technician's training certificate -
brevet de technicien supérieur (BTS) (EQF Level 5). The certificate itself is issued by the Ministry of Research and Higher Education.

The Law of 21 July 2023 on the organisation of higher education provides for external quality assurance and accreditation procedure for short cycle programmes offered by
secondary schools leading to the BTS, as well as for specialised higher education institutions and their study programmes leading to Bachelor's and Master's degrees.

In order to obtain ministerial accreditation, short cycle study programmes [BTS) as well as specialised higher education institutions and their programmes are evaluated by the
Dutch-Flemish accreditation agency NMVAQ, which is registered with EQAR and holds affiliate membership with ENQA,

Also, some private specialised higher education institutions accredited in Luxembourg are offering accredited study programmes at bachelor (EQF Level 6) and master (EQF

Level 7) lewel.

Higher Education Qualifications v

Useful Links v

1]

ar-ao

This country education profile document is automatically generated based on the
information provided on the AR-GO platform. It is intended solely for informational
purposes and does not grant any legal rights to its holder.

I l BE German Community

General Education

In Belgium's German-speaking Community (Deutschsprachige Gemeinschaft Belgiens, or DG),
education is compulsory from age 5, but most children begin attending kindergarten
{Kindergarten) from age 3. It has its own network of school system, including Kindergarten (pre-
primary education), Primarschulen (primary schools). Sekundarschulen (secondary schools).

Primary education starts at age 6 and lasts for six years, covering grades 1 to 6. The curriculum
includes German language, mathematics, natural and social sciences, music, physical
education, and introductory foreign language (usually French). Instruction is conducted in
German, with strong emphasis on multilingualism and cross-border cultural awareness. After
successfully completing primary education, pupils receive a certificate Abschlusszeugnis der
Primarschule that allows them to transition into secondary education.

Secondary education is divided into two cycles: the first stage (years 1-2), which is a common
core, and the second stage (years 3-6), which is divided into four streams: general, technical,
artistic, and vecational. General education prepares students for higher education, while
technical and artistic pregrams combine academic and practical subjects. The vocational
stream Is fecused on direct entry to the job market, though it can also lead to further education.
At the end of upper secondary, students receive a Diplom der Oberstufe der Sekundarstufe,
which grants access to higher education or vocational specialization.

Vocational Training

Vocational education offers practical and career-griented pathways, beginning in the second
cycle of secondary school. It includes both full-time and part-time systems, the latter combining
school-based instruction with on-the-job training (duales System). Viocational pregrams are
available in fields such as carpentry, mechanics, nursing, and retail. Students acquire both
general education and vocational qualifications, and may receive a Berufsausbildungszeugnis
or vocational diploma. Those who complete additional general education subjects can also earn
a diploma qualifying them for higher education. Close cooperation with local businesses
ensures strong alignment with regional labor market needs.

Higher Education

The German-speaking Community does not operate a full university system. Its only higher
education institution, the Autonome Hochschule in der DG (Autonomous University of Applied
Sciences), offers professional bachelor's degrees in fields such as education, nursing, and social
work. Students seeking academic bachelor's, master’s, or doctoral degrees typically study at
universities in Flanders, Wallonia, Germany, or other countries. The community facilitates this
through support services and scholarships. Higher education s structured according to the
Bologna Process, ensuring compatibility and mobility within the European Higher Education
Area.

Higher Education Qualifications
» Bachelor

First cycle



AR-GO.ONLINE - a collaborative effort

« Developed by five project partners (BE (FL), BE (DG), LT, LV, NL)

* The slogan proposed by Gunta Kinta of Latvian AIC

« The logo created by Giorgio Ruggieri, ltalian designer

« The website designed by a Lithuanian company ,,Dizaino kryptis”

* The website is maintained by the Centres of ENIC-NARIC Networks

« Hosted by SKVC in the framework of the DIGI-AR project and the new DIGI-REQA project
« Supported by funding from the European Union and Member States

« Depends upon proper implementation of Bologna Process committments

-~ Wi S - Benelux
71 ENIC-NARIC [l &£, v EHEA
1 ) 0 6 A A T I T P R T T T RN T R PR T T
y) ) ~4f M S g Hresiiticaiiiiil
/ ! F 7S e j )
- gy o #” Secretariat s s
Depesitary of the Treaty

Co-funded by H
the European Union u u L



Work in progress: DIGI-REQA project

» DIGI-REQA: Digital Tools and Quality Assurance for Automatic Recognition
» Implemented by 11 project partners (AT, ES, IT, LT, LV, NL, PL + ENQA, EQAR, EUA)
» Supported by funding from European Union and Member States

» By leveraging innovative digital solutions and fostering transnational collaboration, DIGI-REQA
seeks to:

* Advance implementation of the Treaty on Automatic Recognition of Higher Education
Qualifications

* Enhance and expand the AR-GO tool aimed to support the Multilateral Treaty on Automatic
Recognition of Qualifications and its implementation

* Explore and align digital tools instrumental for achieving automatic recognition

 Strengthen the role of quality assurance in enabling automatic recognition.

Co-funded by
the European Union



Work in progress: DIGI-REQA project
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DEQAR: _ " o K®
Currently available 114 266 reports on 4 589 institutions ‘ . -
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Quality assurance is a tool. NN
Quality assurance is essential for bundlng trust
Recognition is a tool.

Recognition facilitates mobility in education and the labor
market.

It is important to be mindful of the purposes they serve.
AR-GO portal is a tool for applicants, not professional
credential evaluators.

The links between recognition and quality assurance are
manyfold, much to be done for enhancement.
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Thank you!

AURELIJAVALEIKIENE@SKVC.LT
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