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Lisbon Recognition Covention paved the 
way to 

automatic 
recognition



Lisbon Recognition Covention acknowledged the state of 
development of quality assurance as it was in 1997

Section VIII – Information on the assessment of higher education institutions and programmes

Article VIII.1 

Each Party shall provide adequate information on any institution belonging to its higher education 
system, and on any programme operated by these institutions, with a view to enabling the competent 
authorities of other Parties to ascertain whether the quality of the qualifications issued by these 
institutions justifies recognition in the Party in which recognition is sought. Such information shall take 
the following form: 

a in the case of Parties having established a system of formal assessment of higher education 
institutions and programmes: information on the methods and results of this assessment, 
and of the standards of quality specific to each type of higher education institution granting, 
and to programmes leading to, higher education qualifications; 

b in the case of Parties which have not established a system of formal assessment of higher 
education institutions and programmes: information on the recognition of the various 
qualifications obtained at any higher education institution, or within any higher education 
programme, belonging to their higher education systems. 



Work done to date

Promotion of European cooperation in quality assurance Ministers recognized the vital role that quality assurance 
systems play in ensuring high quality standards and in facilitating the comparability of qualifications 
throughout Europe. They also encouraged closer cooperation between recognition and quality assurance 
networks. They emphasized the necessity of close European cooperation and mutual trust in and acceptance of 
national quality assurance systems. Further they encouraged universities and other higher education institutions 
to disseminate examples of best practice and to design scenarios for mutual acceptance of evaluation and 
accreditation/certification mechanisms. Ministers called upon the universities and other higher educations 
institutions, national agencies and the European Network of Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA), in 
cooperation with corresponding bodies from countries which are not members of ENQA, to collaborate in 
establishing a common framework of reference and to disseminate best practice.



Work done to date

Fair academic and professional recognition, including recognition of non-formal and informal learning, is at the core of the EHEA. It 
is a direct benefit for students’ academic mobility, it improves graduates’ chances of professional mobility and it represents an 
accurate measure of the degree of convergence and trust attained. We are determined to remove outstanding obstacles hindering 
effective and proper recognition and are willing to work together towards the automatic recognition of comparable academic 
degrees, building on the tools of the Bologna framework, as a long-term goal of the EHEA. We therefore commit to reviewing our 
national legislation to comply with the Lisbon Recognition Convention7 . We welcome the European Area of Recognition (EAR) 
Manual8 and recommend its use as a set of guidelines for recognition of foreign qualifications and a compendium of good practices, 
as well as encourage higher education institutions and quality assurance agencies to assess institutional recognition 
procedures in internal and external quality assurance. 



Work done to date

„Quality assurance is essential for building trust and to reinforce the 
attractiveness of the EHEA’s offerings, including in the provision of cross-
border education. We commit to both maintaining the public responsibility for quality 
assurance and to actively involve a wide range of stakeholders in this development.“



Work done to date



Automatic recognition demystified
1. Legal bilateral and multilateral agreements, 

which arrange for the automatic recognition 
between two or more countries; 

2. A legally binding unilateral list of degrees, which 
determines which qualifications are automatically 
recognized by that country; 

3. Non-legal bilateral and multilateral agreements, 
which are non-legal accords between countries to 
automatically recognize qualifications; 

4. ‘De facto’ automatic recognition, which is a 
unilateral practice of automatic recognition based 
on a set of procedures without a formal or legal 
agreement

February 2018



Instruments enabling automatic recognition



Work done to date



Work done to date

In 2019



Work done to date

Four sets of recommendations:
• Recommendations to HEIs (6)
• Recommendations to QA agencies (5)
• Recommendations to ENIC/NARIC centres 

(3)
• Recommendations to stakeholders (4)

• web publication



Work done to date: DEQAR as the new tool for AR



Done at Brussels on 14 September 2021, entered into force on May 1, 2024

Work done to date





Work done to date



Launched on 18 June 2025

Work done to date



Work done to date - https://AR-GO.ONLINE

AR-GO.ONLINE addresses the need for information on the 
qualification, its comparability, the rights of the holder, and 
the status of the awarding institution and/or the 
programme. 

AR-GO.ONLINE is an alternative way to receive the 
information 24/7 wherever the holder of the qualification 
is, wherever the institutions (employers, higher education 
institutions, public bodies) interested in this information 
are. 



The comparability tool – the area where persons are able to select the country 
where they have earned their qualification and are able to get a comparison to a 
qualification in another country of interest. This results in a comparison 
statement.





The comparability statement‘s structure:

● Title of a qualification in the original language

● Description of qualifications (profile)

● QF-EHEA cycle

● NQF level

● EQF level
● Admission requirements

● Workload / duration of the programme 

● Academic rights granted

● Recognition / accreditation status

● Links to the lists of recognised HEIs as well as 

referrences to the national education authorities:

ENIC-NARIC, Ministry of Education, etc. 









AR-GO.ONLINE – a collaborative effort

• Developed by five project partners (BE (FL), BE (DG), LT, LV, NL)

• The slogan proposed by Gunta Kinta of Latvian AIC

• The logo created by Giorgio Ruggieri, Italian designer

• The website designed by a Lithuanian company „Dizaino kryptis“

• The website is maintained by the Centres of ENIC-NARIC Networks 

• Hosted by SKVC in the framework of the DIGI-AR project and the new DIGI-REQA project

• Supported by funding from the European Union and Member States

• Depends upon proper implementation of Bologna Process committments



Work in progress: DIGI-REQA project

► DIGI-REQA: Digital Tools and Quality Assurance for Automatic Recognition 

► Implemented by 11 project partners (AT, ES, IT, LT, LV, NL, PL + ENQA, EQAR, EUA)

► Supported by funding from European Union and Member States

► By leveraging innovative digital solutions and fostering transnational collaboration, DIGI-REQA 
seeks to: 

• Advance implementation of the Treaty on Automatic Recognition of Higher Education 
Qualifications 

• Enhance and expand the AR-GO tool aimed to support the Multilateral Treaty on Automatic 
Recognition of Qualifications and its implementation 

• Explore and align digital tools instrumental for achieving automatic recognition 
• Strengthen the role of quality assurance in enabling automatic recognition. 



Work in progress: DIGI-REQA project

DEQAR:
Currently available 114 266 reports on 4 589 institutions



To summarise
► Quality assurance is a tool.

► Quality assurance is essential for building trust. 

► Recognition is a tool. 

► Recognition facilitates mobility in education and the labor 

market.

► It is important to be mindful of the purposes they serve.

► AR-GO portal is a tool for applicants, not professional 

credential evaluators.

► The links between recognition and quality assurance are 

manyfold, much to be done for enhancement. 



Thank you! 
AURELIJA.VALEIKIENE@SKVC.LT 

mailto:AURELIJA.VALEIKIENE@SKVC.LT
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