_ABAIDJAN BELGIV'” . A5 neR : LS

SLANDEIRELANRJ: AL llaat: '
AANIA ROUMANY < i i ¢
AQUIEUKRAINE'!"; ERLE BB 4
« DANEMARK c ~LCE GRECE 2

BLIOUEDE N1 ay P <GE PULAND !

PAGNE SWEE ! LI(’ EPUBLIQUE YOUGOSLF 1l Ei 1% i
SELGIQUE B 1Y ""PRE CZECH REPUBI | . PErHBLuuLTLH MMARK uANE hrn‘ ES1c
ALANDE ITALY'T TEHEPUBLICOF MOLDOv. REPUBLIQUE DEMOLDOVA MON.
AUSSIAM CO UNQ [ L OF Ewmﬁ LOVENIA SLOVENIE SPAIN ESPAGNE SWEDEN <”E[ E SWITL "
AATTE L axdl = LAl T ANTNICUERTEDDALIAN AZERBAIDJAN BELGIUM BELGIQUE BOSNIA AND HERZEGu

ES1

HUMAN RFGHTS P

JLGARIA BULGARIE Ci. "

HTENSTEIN | | AUAIA L
RINOSAIM™ ' iARIN SERBIA >

ANDOR " ANDORRE ~RM*N

JCELAND ISLANDE IRELAND IRLANDE ITALY ITALIE LATVIA LE)

KTUGAL ROMANIA ROUMANIE RUS| '
RKEY TURQUIE UKRAINE UKRA H!EW@JWS D E I_ H OM M E
DENMARK DANEMARK ESTONIA I
DOVA REPUBLIQUE DE MOLDQVA | D
RIN ESPAGNE SWEDEN SUEDI ESWﬂEM CBATI E
BELGIQUE BOSNIA AND HERZEG!
IRLANDE ITALY ITALIE LATVIA LETJP® ETAT D E D RO IT
DE

'A IGEDD G| PGERNT L M
RlAN" LA dbRWAY NIE RUSSIAN FEDERATION FEDE

:PUBHICOF 1 ACENONIA=SEEX E UKRAINE UNITED KINGDOM ROYAUME-UNI
UI.- Hitco RGATIE CYPRUS CHY| JONIA EST.iNIE FINLAND FINLAND! EFRANCE FRA
il lITl. wALNUA we LU 2EMBOURG LUXEMBOURG MALTA ‘T’HE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA REPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA MONACO MONAC! MONTENEGr  “NTENEGRC l |

BIA SEF BIE SLOVEK REPUBLIC REPUELIQ g: 1A \.'E M E ] P S SWITZERLANP LUISSE «THE Ff YUGOSLAY 1
RMEili ARMEN £ AUSTRIA AUTRI IM AZERBAI ERZEGOVIN® °S}:ic-HERZEGDVINE WEGARIE &

ECRLECE GRECE HUNGARY HONGRIE ICELA* <! H”"FIR. UELATYIA LETTAVIE JIE [TEC i

e F FOLANG MELCTNE PDRTU(AL PO PTl FEBE RBI

st DONG AR AR PR | ) (
{CATIECY? HYRRE CIECHIRR
IREMAB UR G LUREM EIR "MITA P ar
P ¥ 51O - shamEimsi0uL e SR

A new Convention on Automatic Recognition of Higher Education Qualifications

EQAR members Dialogue 2025, Brussels, 16 October 2025
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Why a Convention?

e Past instruments established important principles; the Convention
represents the next step, giving binding force to shared commitments and
ensuring more consistent application across Europe.

® Progress stalled due to lack of trust between systems.

e A binding convention provides legal certainty, mutual trust, and a common
framework.
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What it covers

* Level (generic) recognition: cycles (Bachelor, Master, Doctorate).
e Not admission: institutions may set entry requirements.
e Not professional recognition: excludes regulated professions.

e Not automatic recognition itself: focuses on enabling conditions
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Core principles

e Right of holders: qualifications recognised

abroad without new procedures.

e Reciprocity: mutual trust and legal

guarantees.

*Waiving of procedures: removing
unnecessary administrative steps for
qualification holders.

e Quality & transparency: full use of Bologna

tools.

* Trust building: integrity, academic freedom,

shared QA in cross-border education.




COUNCIL OF EUROPE

COUNCILOF EUROPE

CONSEIL DEI'EUROPE

Obligations of the States parties

* Implement the Bologna Tools (QF-EHEA, NQF, ECTS, Diploma
supplement

e Ratify & implement Lisbon Recognition Convention
* Apply ESG-Compliant Quality assurance (preferably EQAR)

* Guarantee academic freedom, integrity and governance values
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The Goal

 Make automatic recognition a legal reality across Europe

* Facilitate student mobility & international cooperation

e Strengthen the European Higher Education Area with
binding commitments

* Reducing administrative barriers for qualification holders
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