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Issues at stake

Current implementation of quality assurance => complexity for transnational cooperation

Long time to get accreditation for new programmes => slower response to Europe’s skills needs

Processes too lengthy & bureaucratic => challenge for creation of joint degrees

Bologna tools not implemented everywhere or with additional national requirements => need to 
do more at EU level.

Recognition not yet automatic => limit to credit and degree mobility within the EU
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Council Recommendation on a European quality assurance
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“Ensuring quality of higher education is the foundation for mutual trust, which enables 
transnational cooperation and seamless learning mobility”

What?Why?

• Foundation for mutual trust 
between universities

• Crucial for a European 
Education Area

• Facilitate transnational 
cooperation & mobility

• Facilitate the development of 
internal quality assurance 
mechanism at institutional and 
interinstitutional levels

• Strengthen links between quality 
assurance & automatic 
recognition



Recommendations: 4 pillars

Transversal 

recommendations for 

all quality assurance 

systems

System-specific 

recommendations for 

more agile 

transnational 

cooperation

Laying the 

foundations for a joint 

European degree

Implementing 

automatic recognition



Recommendations: 1st pillar
Improving all quality assurance systems

Foster continuous improvement 

with a view to enhancing the 

quality and relevance of higher 

education

Encourage the inclusion of key 

topics in internal and external 

quality assurance procedures, 

through specific objectives or 

thematic quality reviews

Reduce administrative 

burden
Transparent decisions based 

on the ESG and with 

participation of students and 

staff

Encourage publication of 

quality assurance reviews in 

DEQAR and facilitate 

translation

Ensure that institutional 

internal quality assurance 

systems cover the whole 

range of educational 

provision including micro-

credentials

Promote the organisation of 

mutual learning activities



Recommendations: 2nd pillar
System-specific recommendations for more agile transnational cooperation

Supporting the development of 

robust internal quality 

assurance process

Exploring a dedicated quality assurance framework 

for alliances of higher education institutions

Make programme/combined approaches to 

external quality assurance more agile by:

Encourage institutional 

approach for quality assurance 

e.g limiting need for external re-

accreditation

Strengthening an evidence-

based approach to quality 

assurance, using data available

Supporting peer learning

Removing any unjustified 

barrier to its use, including 

criteria added at national level

Creating an enabling

environment with guidance 

and support

Encouraging no financial 

disadvantage to its use in 

comparison to procedures 

carried out at national level

Allow and encourage the use of 

the European Approach by:



Recommendations: 3rd pillar
Laying the foundations towards a joint European degree label

Agree on the criteria of the 

joint European degree label

Identify ways to complement the regular 

ESG review and build a repository of 

programmes that have received the label

Allow EQAR agencies and HEIs 

the ability to award the joint 

European degree label to 

programmes

Assess whether the European 

criteria for a joint European 

degree label can also be applied 

to higher education programmes

at EQF level 5 



Recommendations: 4th pillar
Implementing automatic recognition

Encourage and support the 

evaluation of the 

implementation of automatic 

recognition

Develop clear guidance to 

HEIs on how to distinguish 

between automatic 

recognition and HEIs’ right to 

make decisions on admission

Support HEIs in taking a 

learning outcomes approach 

with regard to admission 

procedures

Work with HEIs and national 

recognition bodies to monitor 

recognition decisions, 

enhancing data collection 

and evidence-based 

approaches

Support HEIs in issuing all 

degrees and micro-credentials in 

a format compatible with the 

European Digital Credentials 

for Learning (EDC) standards

Encourage and support the 

capacity building and 

networking of staff in ENIC-

NARIC centres and HEIs

Support close 

cooperation between staff 

working in recognition and 

quality assurance, between 

ENIC-NARIC and ENQA



Recommendations to the European 
Commission

Continue sharing with the 

Member States and the wide 

higher education community the 

accumulated experience of

transnational cooperation 

initiatives

Support the further 

development of the Database 

of External Quality Assurance 

Results (DEQAR)

Continue providing support 

for the development and 

promotion of graduate 

tracking practices

Work with HEIs and national 

recognition bodies to monitor 

recognition decisions, 

enhancing data collection and 

evidence-based approaches

Encourage Member States to 

use the Technical Support 

Instrument (TSI) to access 

tailor-made technical expertise 

to design and implement the 

necessary reforms in the area 

of higher education
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Thank you
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