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EHEA today

e 48 countries

* 38 million students:
56 % in Russia, Turkey,
Germany, France and UK

* 1.2 % GDP
public expenditure (average)
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Key Commitments:

Not more important than other commitments,
but more prioritised

* 3 cycle degree structure

* Recognition

 Quality Assurance

Challenges to be addressed over next 2 years
through peer support...
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"Commitment is what
transforms a promise into
Ir ealityc" ~ Abraham Lincoln




Key commitments:
not yet all green
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Quality Assurance

* Why is it important for EHEA?

For EHEA to work, need to be able to trust higher
education systems

* Key conditions for trust:

Robust internal QA
Independent external QA systems

Working in compliance with European Standards and
Guidelines
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Key indicator: stage of development of QA system

No QA
system

QA system in
operation but
not aligned
to ESG

QA system,
but only
some HEIs
subject to QA
via EQAR
agency

Education
and Training

QA system
aligned to
ESG but
agency not
registered on
EQAR

All HEIs QA
via EQAR
registered
agency

e Eurydice



European

Commission
I

Stage of development of QA system
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Potential pitfalls on Key Commitments

1) Countries won’t turn green by 2020 as a result of peer
support

2) Through concentrating on key commitments we neglect
others (esp social dimension)

3) False sense of security

- If key commitments turn green, our EHEA dreams will
come true...
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But will our dreams come true?

1999

Understandable degree structures, and QA will lead to
automatic recognition and high levels of mobility

2018

Degree structures are mostly understandable, QA has
evolved dramatically, and all but 1 country has ratified
Lisbon Recognition Convention...
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And yet...

« EHEA open and inclusive?
* Mobility:
— Degree mobile students - 2.8 % within EHEA

— Credit mobility data not available in BPIR, but Eurostat
data is now available for some EU countries

* 9 out of 10 students are (probably) not mobile in
EHEA




Social Dimension

Reality has not changed in recent years:

— Under-representation of students from more
"deprived" backgrounds, and greater risk of drop-out

— Gender imbalances in certain disciplines
— Lifelong learning (flexible provision) not a reality
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Portability of Student Support (2003 commitment)

Portability of public grants and publicly-subsidised loans, 2016/17
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Supporting mobility of under-represented groups
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Looking ahead..

Peer support to implementation of key commitments is a
very good idea...

But it’s not the only issue

EHEA commitments are implemented when there is political
will

So do we want an open and inclusive higher education on
the basis of shared values?

While implementing reforms we shouldn’t neglect attitudes
— exercising trust in practice
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A final t'hought...

“The best way to find out if you can trust somebody is to
trust them”

Ernest Hemingway







